
History
The Greater Fremont Development Council 
is a 501 (C) 6 non-profit membership 
organization incorporated in 1974 as the 
Fremont Chamber Industrial Foundation. 
The name was changed in 1991 to reflect 
the broader scope of recruitment and 
development activities.

Mission 
Statement
The purpose and mission of the Greater 
Fremont Development Council is to practice 
the art of economic development (wealth 
creation) by doing those things necessary 
to retain and create jobs, attract capital 
investment (tax base), and thus improve the 
economic well-being and quality of life of 
our citizens. 

Organization
The Greater Fremont Development Council 
is governed by a board of 36 Trustees who 
serve three-year terms on a rotating basis. 
The Trustees meet the last Wednesday of 
every other month, beginning in February. 
Kevin Wilkins, Executive Director of the 
Greater Fremont Development Council is a 
Certified Economic Developer, (CEcD) by 
the International Economic Development
Council, (IEDC).

The Greater Fremont Development Council 
has employed Wilkins since December, 
2000. Prior to coming to Fremont he 
was the Executive Director of Nebraska 
Northwest Development Corporation in 
Chadron, Nebraska, and Manager of the 
Belle Fourche, SD Chamber of Commerce.

Membership
The Greater Fremont Development  
Council currently has over 100 businesses 
as members of the organization. These 
businesses employ from 1 to 1,300 people. 
Dues investments for each business are 
based upon the number of employees, 
the amount of deposits, or the amount of 
sales, depending on the type of business. 
Dues investments are paid annually on an 
established anniversary date of each business.
 

Partnership
The City of Fremont, Dodge County 
and the Fremont Department of Utilities 
are dues-contributing investors of the 
council. Each entity also provides valuable 
information and services to our economic 
development efforts. 
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The Greater Fremont Development Council 
GFDC accesses a variety of sources to achieve the goals of protecting and expanding the tax base 
of Fremont. These goals include:
•	 broadening the consumer base of publicly-owned utilities, 
•	 increasing employment through existing business expansion, 
•	 encouraging community growth and job creation by attracting new companies and services to 

the area—from new start-ups to expansion of existing franchises to the Fremont area. 

The structure of the organization is flexible and responsive to individual business needs, while 
maintaining a confidential and expedient manner. The mission is to create a pro-business climate 
in Dodge County. 

The role of GFDC is as liaison and interface to a variety of both public and private assistance. 
GFDC also acts as an advocate on many local and state issues effecting business. 

The Greater Fremont Development Council is primarily focused on a specific situation or project. 
Often new or innovative resources are developed to resolve issues faced by clients requesting 
assistance. 

The more common requests for assistance are: 

•	 Legislative Liaison 
•	 Grant-writing Assistance 
•	 Business Financing 
•	 Business Planning  
		  Business Development 
		  Economic Data 
		  Accessing Business Tax Credits
•Local Government
		  Intermediary

• Site Selection
		  Consultation

Nebraska Department of Economic
Development
•	 Community Development Block Grant 

Financing. Public dollars used to finance 
projects at a subordinated interest rate or 
on performance-based conditions. Funds 
are used as “gap financing” in an overall 
financial package. Terms and amounts are 
subject to the amount of investment in a 
project, job creation. 

•	 Nebraska Job Training Advantage.  Funds 
may be available for new jobs created in an 
amount ranging from $500 to $3,000 per 
job. Funding level is subject to the overall 
quality of job in terms of wage, benefit and 
targeted industry areas.

•	 Tax Credits. Tax credits can be accessed 
for a variety of projects sizes in the 
form of the Nebraska Advantage Act.             
www.NebraskaAdvantage.biz

Manufacturers Extension Partnership

University of Nebraska
	 University of Nebraska Food 	

Processing Center
	 University of Nebraska Cooperative 

Extension

Invest Nebraska Corporation
	 Nebraska Venture Capital pool

Nebraska Economic Development
Corporation
	 SBA Loan Packaging

Northeast Nebraska Development District
	 USDA Intermediary Lending Program
	 Downpayment Assistance and
	 Housing Rehabilitation

Nebraska Business Development Center
	 Business planning assistance
	
City of Fremont
	 Local Municipal Option for Economic
	 Development
	 Tax Increment Financing
	 CDBG Reuse Fund
	 Economic Enhancement Fund

Your membership in the Greater Fremont Development Council (GFDC),
financially supports the goals of broadening the tax base in Dodge County

through the creation or retention of new jobs and investment.

All funds contibuted to the GFDC will be used for the mission sttement of the organization 
subject to approval by the executive committee and board of trustees of the GFDC

Agencies that work with GFDC include:


